





For the year ending
December 31, 2007
This issue ofthe Annual Report is dedicated to
Edgar "Ted" Huckins
Ted served the Town of Strafford in many ways over the years, giving his time, energy
and expertise to helping our community. He served two terms on the School Board, from
1969 through 1975, and served on the Planning Board for eighteen years until his
retirement in 2005, 14 of those years serving as Chainnan. He also served for over a
decade as our representative to the Strafford Regional Planning Commission. Ted was a
member of the original 1979 Master Plan Committee, and as Planning Board Chairman,
steered the Plarming Board through our 2002 Master Plan update. His knowledge of the
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THE STAlE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
The polls will be open from 8:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.
To the inhabitanis of the Town of Strafford in the County of Strafford in said State, qualified
to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at Strafford Elementary School in said Strafford on Tuesday,
the Eleventh (ll'"') day of March, next at 8:00 A.M. to act upon the following subjects:
**
1 . To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
** NOTE: ALL ARTICLES EXCEPT ARTICLE 1 . WILL BE TAKEN UP AT 8:30 A.M.,
SATURDAY, MARCH TWENTY SECOND (22"^ ) 2007 AT THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.
2. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the um of $450,000. for the
construction of a new Municipal Offices Building on existing Town land and authorize the
withdrawal of $350,000. from the capital reserve fund created for that purpose, with the balance
of $100,000. to come from general taxafion. Selectmen recommend this article. (Estimated tax
impact $ .20)
3. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to sell the existing Town Office building
to the Strafford School District for the sum of $1 .00 (one dollar). This article is contingent upon
Article 2 passing. The Selectmen recommend this article.
4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $231,000. for capital
improvements to the following roads including drainage, gravel and paving:
a. Second Crown Point Road from the intersection of the Cross Road (North)
approximately I.l mile to the end of existing pavement.
b. Province Road (West) from the end of 2007 paving (French Meadow) approximately
.8 mile to the intersection of the Webber Road.
c. Sunny Oak Terrace from the intersection of Whig Hill Road approximately .9 mile to
the intersection of Ledgewood Drive.
d. Hickory Way in its entirety approximately .15 of a mile.
The Selectmen recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact $ .47)
5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,000. to be placed in the
non-capital reserve fund created in 2004 for the purpose of funding any future bridge
repairs/construction. The Selectmen recommend this article. (Esfimated tax impact $ .01)
6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $433,430. for the
operation and maintenance of the Police Department. The Selectmen recommend this article.
(Net estimated tax impact after grant and revenues $ .86")
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7. To see if the Town will vole to establish a Capital Reser\e Fund pursuant to RSA 35:1
for the future purchase of police vehicles and associated equipment and to raise and appropriate
the sun^ if $20,000. to be placed in this fund. The Selectmen recommend th .. ,Ae. (Estimated
tax impact $ .04)
8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $209,740. for the
operation and maintenance of the Strafford Fire Department and Rescue Squad. The Selectmen
recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact $ .43)
9. To see if the Town will vote to re-allocatc the distribution of revenues received for
ambulance services, so that only 50% goes to the special revenue fund known as the Rescue
Vehicle and Equipment Fund, with the remainine "^0% to be placed in the r olving fund to be
created tor the puipose of ambulance services b> Aiucle 10. The Selectmen recommend this
article.
10. To see if the Town will vote to establish a revolving fund pursuant to RSA 3 1 :95-h, for
the purpose of ambulance services. 50% of all revenues received for ambulance services will be
deposited into the fund, and the money in the fund shall be allowed to accumulate from year to
year, and shall not be considered part of the Town's general fund unreserved fund balance. The
Town Treasurer shall have custody of all moneys in the fund, and shall pay out the same only
upon order of the governing body and no further approval is required by the legislative body to
expend. Such funds may be expended onl) for the purpose for which the fund was created. This
article is contingent on Article 9 passing. Selectmen recommend this article.
11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $80,000. to be used for
the second year's payment on the five year lease agreement for the purpose of leasing to own a
new pumper/tanker as voted by Article 15, at the 2007 Town Meeting. This lease agreement
contains an escape clause. The Selectmen recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact $ .16)
12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,700. for the purchase
of forest fire fighting equipment and personal protective gear. $2,000. to come from a shared
grant from the State ofNew Hampshire, with the remainder of $2,700. to come from general
taxation. This article is contingent upon receipt of the State portion of the grant. Selectmen
recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact $ .006)
13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $44,190. for the purchase
of fire fighting equipment. $4 1 ,98 1 . to come from a Federal Fire Act grant, with the remainder
of $2,209. to come from general taxation. This article is contingent upon the receipt of the grant.
The Selectmen recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact $ .005)
14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $20,000. to be placed in the capital
reserve fund established by Article 8 in 2007 pursuant to RSA 35:1, for the purpose of repairs
and/or replacement of the Town owned dock located on Water Street. The Selectmen
recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact $ .04)
15. To see if the Town will vote lo raise and appropriate the sum of $1,144,148. for general
iwn nneratinnsTo op o
Executive $ 64,075.
Election & Registration 22,188.
Financial Administration 67,062.
Appraisal of Property & Tax Maps 36,500.
Legal Expenses 20,000.
Employee Benefits, PICA, Medi & Unemp. Comp 33,145.
Planning and Zoning 8,500.
General Government Building 16,969.
Auto Permits/Town Clerk Fees 26,750.
Insurance 36,700.
Advertising and Regional Association 3,082.
Strafford Regional Planning Comm. Dues 4.525.
Contingency Fund 15,000.




General Highway Expenses and Town Maintenance 297,500.
Street Lighting 3,863.
Solid Waste Disposal 233,700.
Animal Control 4,200.
Health Inspector 400.
Rochester Rural Visiting Nurse & Hospice 5,037.
General Assistance and Welfare 28,000.
Community Action 1,500.
Sexual Assault Support Services 992.
My Friend's Place 200.
The Homemakers of Strafford County 1,212.
CHANCES 2,500.
Parks and Recreation 17.500.
Library 61.709.
Patriotic Purposes and Fire Works 4.500.
Conservation Commission 750.
Interest Expense & Tax Anticipation Notes 2.000.
Debt Service (Landfill Closure - Final Payment) 74.699.
Transfer Station/Recycling Center Monitoring 12,000.
TOTAL $ 1,144,148.
[The intent of this article is to raise the sum of $1,144,148. exclusive of all other Articles
addressed.] The Selectmen recommend this article.
(Estimated tax impact after local revenues $ .59)
(All estimated tax impact figures applied to money articles do not reflect further adjustments for
shared revenues from State of Nil. surplus and war service credits; total adjustments are
estimated to reduce the total tax rate impact by an additional $ .91)
16. To hear ihe report on Article 23 voted at the 2007 Town Meeting on the feasibility of
implementing a "pay as you throw"" program at the Transfer Station/Recycling Center.
17. To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the use of Snackerty Road (a.k.a. Church
Road) as a public way pursuant to RSA 23 1 :43.
18. "To see if the Town will vote to re-allocate the land use change tax distribution so that
only 50% goes to the conservation fund and the remaining 50% is returned to the general fund."
(by petition.)
19. To see if the Town will vote to form a committee to study the need to re-open the
following Class VI roads for fire and safety purposes; Old Whig Hill Road, Scribner/Cross Road
and Barn Door Gap Road. This committee to be comprised of one Selectman, one Planning
Board member, one Conservation Commission member, one representative from the Police
Department, one representative from the Fire and Rescue Department, and one representative
each, from the Crown Point, Center Strafford, Bow Lake and Barn Door Gap sections of Town.
20. To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this 1 9'^ day of February, in the year of our Lord Two
Thousand and Eight.
Selectmen of Strafford
A true copy of Warrant - Attest:
REPORT FROM THE SELECTMEN'S OFFICE
Town and School elections will be held on Tuesday, March 1 1 . 2008. The polls will be
open from 8:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. for voting purposes. Article 1 will be voted on by
ballot at this time. Article 1 is to choose the necessary officers. Articles 2 through 20
will be presented for consideration at 8:30 A.M. on Saturday, March 22. 2008.
We are asking you to consider a proposal for the construction of a Municipal Office
Building under Article 2. We have been working very closely with the Town's Facility
Needs Committee. This Committee was formed based on the request of the townspeople,
in an effort to merge all the departments to find the best fit for both, the existing and
future building needs of the Town. The committee has weighed out all the options for
both the Town and the School District. The proposed Municipal Building will be
constructed behind the Post Office on Parker Mountain Road, with the collaborated
efforts of Tony Fallon and Whitcher Builders.
Over the past year the following articles voted on by the Towti in March of 2007 have
been completed: Construction of the addition to the Bow Lake Fire Station and the
arrival of the new Fire Truck. Two new police officers have joined our community.
Officer Scott is our new full-fime officer, and Officer Drew is our new part-time officer.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank our people at the Transfer Center for their
commitment and dedicafion to their jobs. We would also like to thank the public for their
cooperation and patience as we all continue to work towards higher levels of recycling
and less solid waste tonnage. The Recycling Center/Transfer Station Revenues for 2007
were $26,407.83, plus a Landfill Closure Reimbursement Grant in the amount of
$14,796.23. This year will be the final payment of our Landfill Closure Loan
Agreement with the State. A Landfill Closure Reimbursement Grant in the amount of
$14,772. will help defray this cost.
At this time, we would like to extend a special thanks to JoAnn Brown for her many
years of service to the Town of Strafford, and to wish her the best in her retirement.
JoAnn has served as a member of the Conservafion Commission since 1971, was elected
as a Supervisor of the Checklist in 1982 and confinued in this position unfil 1987, when
she was elected to the office of Selectman.
In closing, we would like to thank all those volunteers who continue to serve on our
various Boards, Commissions and Committees, and as members of our Fire and Rescue
Squad. Also, a special thank you to Stephanie Gray, for all the time, effort and expertise










4 130-4 139 Executive




4902 Machineiy. Vehicles& Equipment
4903 Buildings
4909 Improvements other than Bldgs
SUBTOTAL
1
* 2007 Articles #10 and #14
**2007Article#17





3912 From Special Revenue Funds
3915 From Capital Reserve Funds
OTHERFINANCING SOURCES
3934 Fund Balance ("Surplus") to Reduce Taxes
TOTALESTIMATEDREVENUE& CREDITS
** Revenue will partially offset Art. 2.
Varc
Art.
BSSHM^ENE'^'- ^^^^ BALANCE SHEET- Please specify the period
December 31, 2007
W
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR TAXED ASSESSED
FOR THE YEAR 2007
Acct# Purpose of Appropriations
GENERAL GOVERNMENT
4130-4139 Executive
4140-4149 Election, Reg., & Vital Statistics, Auto & Town Clerk Fees
4150-415
1
Financial Administration, CPA Audit
4152 Revaluation of Property; Tax Maps & Appraisal
4153 Legal Expense
4155-4159 Personnel Administration, FICA, MEDI, Unemp. Comp.
419M193 Planning & Zomng
4194 General Government Buildings
4196 Insurance
4197 Advertising & Regional Assoc, SRPC Dues








4312 General Highways & Rd Maint.






4326-4329 Transf/Recy Ctr Momtormg
HEALTH
4411 Administration Health Officer
4414 Pest Control-Animal Control
4415-4419 Roch.Rural District VNA & Hospice
WELFARE
4441-4442 Administration «& Direct Assist
**4445-4449 Vendor Payments & Other
CULTURE & RECREATION












INTERFUND OPERATING TRANSFERS IN
From Special Revenue Funds
From Capital Reserve Funds
SUBTOTAL OF REVENUES
LESS FUND BALANCE-REDUCE TAXES




TotalK and permanently disabled veterans, their spouses or
widows, and the widows of \eterans who died or were killed
on active dut>. RSA72:35
Other war service credits RSA 72 28




















Number of Applicants with INITIAL APPLICATION
for Elderly Exemption for Current Year
Age
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
Municipal Services Division













William G. Lord 75.00
TOWN OFFICE EXPENSES
Town Clerk's Fees $ 27,330.00
Auto Permits 9,121.50
Vital Statistics 395.00
Municipal Agent Fees 1 3,207.50
M/V Title 1,964.00
Maniage License 1 19.00
UCC/IRS Filings 1,365.00
Wetland Perm/Pole License 90.00
Animal Control Fees 1,068.00
Administrator 54,277.02
Deputy Tax Collector 2,626.52
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For the Fiscal Year Ending December 3 1 . 2007
RECEIPTS





Expenditures 2007 $ 10,223,857.81
Balance Check Book. Dec. 31, 2007 $ 2'838'576.08
Balance Investment Account $ 784'400.95
$13,846,834.84
N.H. Deposit Investment Pool $ 784,400.95
Strafford Conservation Commission Easement Fund
Acct#NH 01-0562-0001 Balance January 1 , 2007 $ 221349 03
Deposited 2007
$ 63,'348.75
March 26, 2007 Withdrew—Bear Paw Easement Costs $ 3,050.46
May 14, 2007 Withdrew—McManus & Nault Appraisal Co. $ 2000 00
Interest Earned 2007




Town of Strafford Ambulance Acct. #NH 01-0030-0003
Balance January 1 , 2007 5 34 40192
December 2 1
.
2007-Withdrew for Ambulance payment $ 16530 00
Deposit for 2007
j 39264 25
Interest Earned for 2007
2,593.58
$ 59,729.75
Conservation Commission Acct. #NH 01-0030-0004
Balance January 1, 2007
5 2 829 83
March 30. 2007-Withdrew-Carolyn Page - Postage $
'
32 76
March 30, 2007-Withdrew-Cocheco Watershed Coalition $ 50.OO
March 30, 2007-Withdrew-Bear Paw Regional Greenways $ 2OO 00
Interest Earned 2007 ^ 135 13
Total Balance December 3 1 , 2007 5 2 682 20
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Town of Strafford——^— INCORPORATED 1820 ™~~—""
New Hampshire
OFFICE OF THE SELECTMEN CENTER STRAFFORD. M.H 03816
I'cbniarv 12,2008
To Whom It May Concern;
Please note that the Town's fmancial aiidil for the \'cai' ending Decembei' 31, 2007 is in process,
therefore there is no Auditor's Report a\ailahlc al this Umc.
Upon completion olThe andil, the inforniaiion will be a\'ailablc at the Town Office.
TOWN OF STRAFI-ORD
Board of Selectmen





TOWN MEETING - MARCH 31, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday March 13, 2007 at the Strafford
Elementary School in the Town of Strafford, by Moderator Pro-tem Diane Waldron to act on
Articles 1 through 4 of the 2007 Town Warrant by ballot vote.
The ballots were cast and the meeting recessed at 7:00 pm for the purpose of tallying the votes.
The 187* Strafford Town Meeting, originally scheduled for Saturday, March 17, 2007, but
postponed due to weather, was called to order again at 8:42 am on Saturday, March 31, 2007, at
the Strafford Elementary School by Moderator William Lord, to act on Articles 5 through 30.
Moderator Lord welcomed all to the meeting and explained the rules of the meeting. The Boy
Scouts did a small presentation and we said the Pledge of Allegiance.
Before the Articles were addressed. Selectman Joann Brown presented plants to exiting
Selectman Gloria Creamer and exiting Treasurer Bertha Huckins to honor their many years of
service. A presentation was also conducted for exiting Fire Warden Glen Pierce to honor his 24
years of service.
The Moderator announced the results of the March 13, 2007 Town Meeting as follows:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
Voters on the checklist 2,902
Votes cast 622




Trustee of the Trust Fund







2, To add a new Article 1 .4.6 Water Protection Overlay District to protect the quality and
quantity of surface and groundwater on Town of Strafford and Strafford School District
properties, with a particular emphasis on protecting existing and potential future sources of water
as a common resource for the use and benefit of Strafford residents and of the natural ecosystems
ofwhich they are a part.
YES -472 NO -106
23
3. To amend and clarify Article 1.7 Non-Conforming Use by adding language to clarify the criteria
used by the Board of Adjustment for reviewing a request for Special Exception for cases involving
the change or expansion of non-conforming uses, lots or structures.
YES -369 NO -170
4. To amend Article 1.4.3 Conservation Development by eliminating the minimum acreage
requirement for creating a conservation development under Section 1.4.3 D (1).
YES -225 NO -317
5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $215,000. for capital
improvements to the following roads including drainage, shoulder work and overlay:
a. Whig Hill Road - from the intersection of Route 202A approx. 1 mile, including
Aspen Drive.
b. Browns Pasture Road - from the intersection of Water Street to the end of existing
Pavement, approx. .9 mile.
c. Tasker Hill Road - from the intersection of Water Street to the Northwood town line,
approx. .8 mile.
d. Spencer Lane - from the intersection of Province Road, in its' entirety, approx. .2 mile.
The Selectmen recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact S .44)
The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded. Selectman Stephen Leighton
addressed the article. No discussion.
The Moderator re-read the article. Vote taken and carried.
6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,000. to be placed in the
non-capital reserve fund created in 2004 for the purpose of funding any friture bridge
repairs/construction. The Selectmen recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact $ .01)
The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Selectman Steve Leighton addressed the article. After brief discussion the moderator re-read the
article. Vote taken and carried.
7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $13,500. for the repair and/or
replacement of the Huckins Road bridge. This will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7,
VI and will not lapse until the project is completed or by December 3 1, 201 1, whichever is
sooner. The intent of this article is to use this appropriation in conjunction with the $12,000.
raised by Article 15 in 2006 for the same purpose. Total cost of the project is $25,500.
The Selectmen recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact $ .03)
The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded. Selectman Steve Leighton
addressed the article. No Discussion
The Moderator re-read the article. Vote taken and carried.
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8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $376,355. for the operation
and maintenance of the Police Department. The Selectmen recommend this article. (Net
estimated tax impact after grant and revenues $ .73)
The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Police Chief Scott Young addressed the article.
After lengthy discussion and questions, Bob Fletcher made motion to move the question. The
Moderator announced that the question had been called and required a 2/3 vote to pass.
A vote was taken to call the question and carried.
Moderator Lord re-read the article. Vote taken and carried.
9. To see if the Town will authorize the hiring of a full time officer and to raise and appropriate
the sum of $55,265 to cover this position and benefits. The Selectmen recommend this article.
(Estimated tax impact $ .11)
Moderator Lord read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Selectman Steve Leighton made a motion to amend the article to read:
"To see if the town will authorize the hiring of a full time officer and to raise and appropriate the
sum of $27,632. to cover this position and benefits. The Selectmen recommend this article.
(Estimated tax impact $.06).
ChiefYoung is proposing this amendment because if the article is approved, it will take time to
find the right candidate and fill the position. It is unlikely that this would be accomplished
before the end of June.
The Moderator read the amendment.
ChiefYoung addressed the amendment to the article. After brief discussion Moderator Lord re-
read the amendment. Vote taken to amend the article as read and carried.
There was lengthy discussion on Article 9 as amended. A motion was made to call the question.
Vote taken and carried.
The Moderator re-read the question as amended.
A vote was taken on Article 9. The Moderator asked for vote counters.
Vote on Article 9 carried: YES - 109 NO - 93
10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $24,000. for the purpose of
purchasing a police vehicle and equipment and authorize the use of $1,500. in trade in value with
the balance of $22,500. to come from general taxation. The Selectmen recommend this article.
(Estimated tax impact $ .05)
Moderator Lord read the article. Motion made and seconded.
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Selectman Steve Leighton and Police Chief Scott Young addressed the article. There was no
discussion.
The moderator re-read the article. Vote taken and carried.
11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000. for the purpose of
purchasing stop signs, speed limit signs, posts and costs associated with installation of the same.
The Selectmen recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact $ .01)
The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Steve Leighton addressed the article. After brief discussion the Moderator re-read the article.
Vote taken and carried.
12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $188,140. for the operation
and maintenance of the Strafford Fire Department and Rescue Squad. The Selectmen
recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact $ .39)
Moderator Lord read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Fire Chief Loren Pierce addressed the article.
After lengthy discussion, Steve Bulger made a motion to amend the article to read:
"To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $180,400. for the operation and
maintenance of the Strafford Fire Department and Rescue Squad.
Jim Forsyth seconded the motion. Moderator Lord read the amendment.
A vote was taken to amend the article and failed.
Gerry Waldron moved the question. Vote taken to move the question and carried.
Moderator Lord read the article as originally written. Vote taken and carried.
13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $100,000. for an addition
and improvements to the Bow Lake Fire Station (incl. bathroom, showers, laimdry area, tanks for
storage of waste for later pump out, and furnace) and furthermore to authorize the withdrawal of
up to $100,000. from the capital reserve fund established under Article 7 at the 2005 Town
Meeting for this purpose. No funding to come from general taxation. The Selectmen
recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact $ .00)
Moderator Lord read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Moderator Lord referred back to article 35 of last year. The article read:
"...the Selectmen meet with the school board at least 4 times between this date and the next
Town Meeting, to engage in joint facilities planning and report back to the voters at the next
annual Town Meeting"
The Moderator felt it was an appropriate time to hear the report since article 13 is a capital
improvement.
16
Judy Whitcher addressed the committee's report. She read part of the master plan. She read the
goal of the committee.
Moderator Lord asked if there was any discussion on the report. At this time Gerry Waldron
made a motion to amend article 13 to return 5300,000 to the general fund.
Moderator Lord stated that this would be out of order. This must be a warrant article next year
that must be voted on.
After lengthy discussion on Article 13 a motion was made to move the question and seconded.
Vote taken and carried.
Moderator Lord re-read Article 13. Vote taken and carried.
14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $16,530. to be used for the
final year's payment on the five year lease agreement for the purpose of leasing to own a new
ambulance. Furthermore, to authorize the withdrawal of $16,530. fi-om the special revenue fund
known as the Rescue Veliicle and Equipment Fund established by Article 8 at the March 14,
2000 Town Meeting for this purpose. No funding to come from general taxation. This lease
agreement contains an escape clause. The Selectmen recommend this article. (Estimated tax
impact $ .00)
Moderator Lord read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Fire Chief Loren Pierce addressed the question. There was no discussion.
The Moderator re-read the article. Vote taken and carried.
15. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to enter into a five year lease
agreement for $375,000. for the purpose of leasing to own a new 3000 gallon Class A
pumper/tanker and to raise and appropriate the sum of $80,000. for the first year's payment for
that purpose. This lease agreement contains an escape clause. The Selectmen recommend this
article. (Estimated tax impact $.17)
The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Chief Pierce addressed the article.
After brief discussion the Moderator re-read the article. Vote taken and carried.
16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $75,000. to be placed in the
capital reserve established in 2005 for the future purchase of a fire truck. THIS ARTICLE WILL
BE RESCINDED IF ARTICLE 15 FOR A NEW PUMPER/TANKER PASSES. The Selectmen
recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact $ .16)
Article 15 carried so this article is rescinded.
27
17. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,500. for the demolition
and removal of the buildings on Town owned property located at 77 Canaan Road (Map 4,
Lot 80). Selectmen recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact $ .01)
Moderator Lord read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Steve Leighton addressed the article. There was no discussion.
Moderator Lord re-read the article. Vote taken and carried.
18. To see if the Town will vote to establish a capital reserve fund pursuant to RSA 35:1 for the
purpose of repairs and/or replacement of the Town owned dock located on Water Street and
to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000. to be placed in this fund, and to designate the Board
of Selectmen as agents to expend the funds in this flmd. The Selectmen recommend this article.
(Estimated tax impact $ .04)
The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Gloria Creamer addressed the article. There was no discussion.
The moderator re-read the article. Vote taken and carried.
19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $500. for a donation to the
American Red Cross. The Selectmen recommend this article. (Estimated tax impact $.001)
The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
After brief discussion a vote was taken. The Moderator asked for vote counters.
Article 1 9 carried: YES - 72 NO - 56
20. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $500. for a donation to the
Homeless Shelter of Strafford County. The Selectmen recommend this article. (Estimated tax
impact $ .001)
The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
After very brief discussion a vote was taken. The Moderator asked for vote counters.
Article 20 carried: YES -66 NO -65
21. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,500. for a donation to
Chances (Children's Alternatives and Non-Court Solutions). The Selectmen recommend this
article. (Estimated tax impact $ .005)
Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
After brief discussion the Moderator re-read the article. Vote taken and carried.
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22. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,147,197. for general
Town operations.
Executive $ 62,475.
Election & Registration 16,300.
Financial Administration 64,925.
Appraisal of Property & Tax Maps 36,500.
Legal Expenses 24,000.
Employee Benefits, PICA, Medi & Unemp. Comp 31,765.
Planning and Zoning 8,500.
General Government Building 16,500.
Auto Permits/Town Clerk Fees 26,750.
Insurance 36,700.
Advertising and Regional Association 2,920.
Strafford Regional Plarming Comm. Dues 4,364.
Contingency Fund 15,000.




General Highway Expenses and Town Maintenance 285,000.
Street Lighting 3,500.
Solid Waste Disposal 258,932.
Animal Control 4,000.
Health Inspector 400.
Rochester Rural Visiting Nurse & Hospice 5,037.
General Assistance and Welfare 26,000.
Community Action 1,500.
Sexual Assault Support Services 992.
My Friend's Place 200.
The Homemakers of Strafford County 956.
Parks and Recreation 17,500.
Library 61,282.
Patriotic Purposes and Fire Works 4,500.
Conservation Commission 750.
Interest Expense & Tax Anticipation Notes 2,000.
Debt Service (Landfill Closure) 75,559.
Transfer Station/Recycling Center Monitoring 15,000.
TOTAL $ 1,147,197.
[The intent of this article is to raise the sum of $1,147,197. exclusive of all other Articles
addressed.] The Selectmen recommend this article.
(Estimated tax impact after local revenues $ .60)
(All estimated tax impact figures applied to money articles do not reflect further adjustments for
shared revenues from State ofNH, surplus, and war service credits; total adjustments are
estimated to reduce the total tax rate impact by an additional $ .89)
The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
After lengthy discussion the Moderator re-read the article. Vote taken and carried.
23. To see if the Town is in favor of implementing a "pay as you throw" program at the Transfer
Station/RecycHng Center. If approved, the Selectmen will return with a report to the 2008 Town
Meeting on the feasibility and costs associated with this process and an article requesting
authorization and funding, if appropriate.
The moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Selectman Joann Brown addressed the article. After lengthy discussion a motion was made to
move the question and seconded. Vote taken and carried.
The Moderator re-read the article. Vote taken and carried.
24. To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the use of Snackerty Road (a.k.a. Church Road)
as a public way pursuant to RSA 23 1 : 43.
The Moderator read the article.
Selectman Steve Leighton made a motion to table the article and seconded.
Vote taken to table and carried.
25. "The undersigned residents of Strafford hereby request that Northwood Road from the
intersection of West Province Road, west to the Northwood town line be designated as a scenic
road in accordance with RSA 23 1 : 1 57. The purpose is to encourage the preservation of the rural
and historic nature of the byway." (By petition.)
Moderator Lord read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Shirley Brownell addressed the article. With no further discussion the Moderator re-read the
article. Vote taken and carried.
26. "The undersigned residents of Strafford hereby request that JoAlCo Road from
intersection with Province Road, West to Webber Road be designated a Scenic Road in
accordance with RSA 23 1 : 1 57. The purpose is to encourage the preservation of the rural and
historic nature of this byway." (By petition.)
The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
After very brief discussion the Moderator re-read the article. Vote taken and carried.
27. "The undersigned residents of Strafford hereby request that Mousam Road from
intersection with Parker Mountain Rd. (Rte. 126) to its end be designated a Scenic Road in
accordance with RSA 231 : 157. The purpose is to encourage the preservation of the rural and
historic nature of this byway." (By petition.)
The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Liz Evans addressed the Article. She requested that this article be tabled at this time. Motion
made and seconded. Vote to table carried.
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zo. "To see if the Town will vote to change the classification of Scruton Road from Class VI
highways to a Class A trail, as authorized by RSA 23 1-A:1 which read as follows:
A class A trail shall be a flill public right-of-way, of indefinite duration subject to public
trail use restrictions. It shall not have the status of a publicly approved street. _ "lall not be
used as a vehicular access for any new building or structure, or for the expansion, enlargement, or
increased intensity of use of any existing building or structure. It may, however, be used by the
owners of land abutting on such trail, or land severed exclusively by such trail, to provide access
for such non-development uses as agriculture and forestry, or for access to any building or
structure existing prior to its designation as a trail, and such owners' access for such uses shall be
exempt from applicable public trail use restrictions, subject only to reasonable time, season and
manner regulations imposed by the local governing body. The municipality shall beai no
responsibility for maintaining the trail for such uses by abutting owners. Such o^-"nerT shall, prior
to excavation, construction or disturbance of a cIp" \ trail, obtain permissii from the
municipal officers, in the same manner prescribed for highways in RSA 236:9-11." (By
petition.)
The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Harmony Anderson addressed the question. After very brief discussion the Moderator re-read
the article. Vote taken and carried.
29. "We the undersigned resii'.ents of Strafford petition the following artic' be placed on the
2007 town warrant.
That the residents of Sfrafford accept Mohawk Trail Way as a public way, road was designed and
constructed to town specifications." (By petition.)
The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Steve Leighton addressed the Article. After very brief discussion the Moderator re-read the
article. Vote taken anu arried.
30. To see if u^c Town will go on record in support of effective actions by the President and the
Congress to address the issue of climate change which is increasingly harmfiil to the environment
and economy ofNew Hampshire and to the future well being of the people of Strafford.
These actions include:
1. Establishment of a national program requiring reductions of U.S. greenhouse gas
emissions while protecting the U.S. economy.
2. Cr-ation of a major national research initiative to foster rapid development of
sustainable e._.rgy technologies thereby stimulating new jobs and investment.
Ill addition, the Town of Strafford encourages New Hampshire citizens to work for emission
reductions within their communities, and we ask our Selectmen to consider the appointment of a
voluntary energy committee to recommend local steps to save energy and reduce emissions.
The record of the vote on this article shall be transmitted to the New Hampshire Congressional
Delegation, to the President of the United States, and to declared candidates for those offices.
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The Moderator read the article. Motion made and seconded.
Liz Evans addressed the article. Jim Forsyth made a motion to amend the article to read:
"The Town of Strafford encourages New Hampshire Citizen to work for emission reductions
within their communities, and we ask our Selectmen to consider the appointment of a voluntary
energy committee to recommend local steps to save energy and reduce emissions.
After lengthy discussion a motion was made to move the questions and seconded. Vote to move
carried.
The Moderator re-read the article as amended. Vote taken to amend and failed.
After additional lengthy discussion motion was made to move the question. Vote to move
carried.
The Moderator re-read the article as originally written. Vote t "en on article 30 carried.
3 1 . To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
Steve Bulger requested that School District meetings be held on Saturdays instead of weeknights.
There was a round of applause but no discussion.
Paul St. Claire made a motion: " that all 65 and over be exempted fi-om the school tax in the
future. We have paid our share".
This exemption be raised to effect a zero school tax burden on people 65 and older. Motion
made and seconded.
After brief discussion a motion was m^ade to move and seconded. Vote taken to move and
carried.
The moderator read the proposed article. Vote taken and failed.
Bob Perry. . .asked about article 33 from 2006. He wanted to know if article 33 addressed the
issue of groundwater management. And did article 2 from this year address article 33 from last
year. The Moderator's response was affirmative
Motion made to adjourn at 12:59 PM and seconded. Vote taken to adjourn carried.






TOWN CLERK'S REPORT - 2007
It has been a pleasure to be your Town Clerk this year, and to see you as you come in to register your
vehicles, license your dogs and take care of other Town business.
The Town Clerk's office hours are:
Monday - 9:00 to 1 :00 and 4:00 to 7:00
Tuesday -9:00 to 2:30
Wednesday -9:00 to 2:30
Thursday -9:00 to 12:00
The Town Clerk's office offers the following services :
Vehicle Registrations - Dog Licenses - Vital Records - Voter Registration -
MaiTiage Licenses - Election Coordination - Dump Stickers

































• On all Election Days, the polls open at 8:00 A.M. and close at 7:00 P.M.
• Town Meeting will be held on Saturday, March 22, 2008 at 8:30 A.M.
• Elections and Town Meeting are held at the Strafford Elementary School gymnasium.
NEW-Starting 9/11/07- The Town Clerk can process the following registration services:
Vehicles up to 2(i,000 lbs. (State & Town) - Copies of lost registrations
Replacements for lost plates and decals - Vanity plates
Conservation (Moose) plates - Agricultural plates
Farm plates - Tractor plates
DOG LICENSING - State law requires all dogs 4 months and older be licensed between
January 1 and April 30 EACH YEAR. To avoid late fees, please license your dogs before May
3 1 (this includes a 30 day "grace period"). If you would like to license your dogs by mail, please
call the Town Clerk's office for details.
Check the Strafford Community Calendar's "Notes From The Town Clerk" each
month, for news and remindersfrom the Town Clerk's Office.
If you have questions throughout the year, please don't hesitate to call us at (603)664-2192






For Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 2007
RECEIPTS FOR 2007:
Description Amount
Motor Vehicle Pennits $ 628,029.25
Dog Licenses S 7,198.50
Marriage Licenses $ 765 .00
Filing Fees $ 7.00
Retumed Check Fees $ 175.00
Dog Control Fees $ 758.00
Vital Statistic Copies $ 1 , 1 23 .00
Municipal Agent Fees $ 13,322.50
Title Fees $ 1,938.00
Wetlands/Pole Applications $ 90.00
UCC/IRS Filings $ 1,365.00
Postage $ 621.17
Articles of Agreement/Noise Ordinance Fine $
TOTAL REVENUES ACCEPTED $ 655,392.42
REMITTANCE TO TREASURER:
Qty Description Amount
6,081 Motor Vehicle Pennits $ 628,029.25
1,068 DogLicenses $ 7,198.50
17 Marriage Licenses $ 765.00
7 Filing Fees $ 7.00
6 Retumed Check Fees $ 175.00
N/A Dog Control Fees/Fines $ 758.00
113 Vital Statistic Copies $ 1,123.00
5,325 Municipal Agent Fees $ 13,322.50
969 TitleFees $ 1,938.00
9 Wetlands/Pole Applications $ 90.00
N/A UCC/IRS Filings $ 1,365.00
N/A Postage $ 621.17
Articles of Agreement/Noise Ordinance Fine $
TOTAL REMITTED TO TREASURER $ 655,392.42
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT FOR 2007
It has been my pleasure to serve as your Tax Collector for the past ten years. As Tax Collector, I am
responsible for collecting revenue from; Property Taxes, Yield Taxes, Current Use Change Taxes, and
executing liens. I must also record all money that comes through my office, as well as respond to
inquiries from homeowners, mortgage companies, attorney's offices and the general public. My goal is
to keep records current and accurate in a courteous, timely manner. All of which is becoming more time
consuming as our town continues to grow.
Check out the question and answers section on tax related questions on the new Town Web-site.
In 2003 the Department of Revenue Administration started a "Low and Moderate Income Homeowners
Property Tax Relief program. Forms (DP-8) may be picked up at my office or downloaded from
www.revenue.nh.gov after April 1^'. These must be postmarked no sooner 'lan May 1 and no later than
June 30. Be sure to check with my office during that time period.
Forms for "The Soldiers' & Sailors' Civil Relief Act" are also available if anyone is in need of them. If
the taxpayer received activation orders which stipulate Title 1 0, pick up the forms at my office to see if
you are eligible for this Civil Relief Act.
Strafford's School Budget for 2007 is $9,315,019.00 (Gross Approp.-Revenue). The State has calculated
that the cost of an Adequate Education in Strafford is $3,313,866.00. The State Property Tax will raise
$1,042,689.00. We will receive an Adequate Education Grant for $2,271,177.00. This leaves
$6,001,153.00 to be raised by our Local School Tax. That sets the 2007 school tax rate at $12.25 per
$1,000 of assessed valuation.
Strafford's Gross Appropriations are $2,228,354.00, less Revenues of $1,470,275.00, less Shared
Revenues of $12,195.00, add Overlay of $31,813.00, and War Service Credits of $39,400.00, making a
l,et Appropriation of $81 7,C 97.00.
The total Property fax Warrants this year were $8,834,370.00 Warrants for Current Use Change Tax
totaled $38,830.18, of which $38,830.18 was collected and turned over to the Conservation Commission
of Strafford. The total Timber or Yield Tax Warrants were $17,965.09
Strafford's 2007 Town Tax rate is $1.66, and County Tax is $2.07, School Tax is $12.25, State School
Portion is $2. 1 4. Our Total Tax Rate for the year 2007 is $ 1 8. 1 2.
Our 2007 lien was $200,305.67. This is a $906.08 decrease from last year.

















POLICE DEPARTMENT RO. BOX 145
„ „ CENTER STRAFFORD, NH 03815
POLICE DEPARTMENT ANNUAL REPORT 2007 emergency 664 5644
SCOTT L. YOUNG ^USINE^ 664-7462
CHIEF OF POLICE
''''''''''
Sgt Michael Richard Officer Randy Young
Officer Bryant Scott Officer Donald Laliberte
Officer Chris Plummer Officer Nicholas Drew
Secretary
Mary MacFadzen
Below are some of the calls for service received by the Strafford Police Department in
2007.
Accident 86 911 Calls 60
M/V Summons 87 M/V Warnings 757
Alarms 67 Arrests 125
Incidents 643 Felony Reports 19
Crimes Against Property 74 Mutual/Fire/Med 141
Animal Complaints 1 15 Misc Calls for Service 667
The Police Department experienced some hardships in 2007. Personnel shortage was the
big problem for the most part. We were short tliree positions for over nine months and
two the remaining three. We were able to fill one full-time position and one part-time
position near the end of the year. The remaining position will not be filled. As of this
writing, Officer Bryant Scott, the new full-time officer is in the New Hampshire Police
Academy, and Officer Nick Drew graduated from the New Hampshire part-time academy
and is currently in the field-training phase. We expect to be fully staffed by May 1^'.
Also in 2007 we saw a large increase in computer related crimes. This includes but not
limited to identification and credit card fraud.
The 2008 budget did go up slightly over last year but mainly because of the addition to
the new full-time officer. However, if that position is deducted, the budget went down
over $8000.00. Almost 1000 hours was deducted from the part-time officers, which
saved over $13000.00. While that sounds like a large amount of hours, we will sfill
depend on the part-time officers a great deal. They will be utilized primarily as a second
cruiser on weekend and holidays, but also during vacations, fill-ins, and sick time.
As alwa\; , the police department personnel are grateful for your support and look





Budget of the Strafford Police Department |
BENEFITS
HILL LffiRARY
Annual Report for 2007
Telephone: 664-2800 Website: www.metrocast.net-straflib/
LIBRARY HOURS
Monday: 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Tuesday: 12:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Wednesday: 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Thursday: 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
INVENTORY
Books owned by the Library as of January 1, 2007 15,365
Books donated or purchased in 2007 700
Videos/Audios donated or purchased in 2007 85
Books lost, damaged, or deleted in 2007 425
Books owned as of December 31, 2007 15,540
Videos/Audios lost or damaged 54
Videos/Audios owned as of December31, 2007 911
Magazine subscriptions donated or purchased in 2007 40
CIRCULATION
Total patron attendance 8715
Circulation:
Aduh fiction 2,370 Adult non-fiction 1,107
Children's fiction 3,718 Children's non-fiction 685
Magazines 359
Audio tapes/CD's/Books on tape 804
Videos/DVD's 2,528
Materials not bar coded 150
TOTAL MATERIALS CIRCULATED 15,239
Director's comments:
It seems that our building has some sort of mishap each year that calls for extensive (see trustee's
report) repairs. Last year it was the water works. This year we had a lightning strike that took
out internet routing, telephones, the deep well pump and other sundry items. Lets keep our
fingers crossed in 2008.
Both attendance and borrowing have increased nicely from last year. More older children and
adolescents are using the facility now both for studying and borrowing.
If only I could wave a magic wand that would cause patrons to take better care of what they
borrow. Damaged CDs, videos, books and DVDs have accumulated by manv dozens. It is not
only the cost of the items but lost investments in staff time that hurt.






Treasurer's Report for 2007
Beginning balance in checkbook January 1, 2007 27 545.98
Income
Town appropriation 28 44 1 .86





Association dues 120 00
S.R.P. & Story time 250 00
Total program expenses 370 00
Collection expenses
Children's books 2 ^53.86
Adult books 2 787 28
Magazines 43 1 45
Professional literature 230.49
Reference books 5 275 70
Audio/visual media
1 098 64
Total collection expenses 12 378 42
Computer expenses
Hardware 3 ''70 05
Software
1 1 9 99
Support service 450 00
Printer repair 75 00
Ink cartridges 116 97
Barcodes 9q ^q
Total computer expenses 4 } 22 5
1
Copier & Fax expenses
Toner/drum 526 96
Less copy/fax fees 269 00




Display module 1729 63
EquipmCiii i .placement
Answering machine 59 99
Sound system DVD/VHS player 399 9^
Total equipment expense 459 9-7
Insurance
I 274 00
Library shelving backstops 2 089 06
Miscellaneous
Address labels 44 74
Checks 13' 50
Magnets 226.62
Totai scellaneous expense 284 86
Movie license 295 OQ
43
Museum pass 250.00












Book processing supplies 1 ,337.47









Total utility expense 7,407.60
Total expenses 66,969.55
Balance in checkbook December 3 1 , 2007 27,208.67
Petty cash 26.00
Cash on hand December 3 1 , 2007 27,274.67
Respectftilly submitted,
Charlotte M. Berry, Treasurer
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TRUSTEES 2007 HILL LIBRARY REPORT
Our town library volunteers and staff continue to work hard to meet the needs of our
community. The mission statement is "^to grow and develop with the community to meet
the people's cultural, educational, recreational, and informational needs." Our collection
continues to grow. We have added new computers for community use. Our staff and
volunteers try to stay up to date on all forms of material so we can help you find the
necessary information to do a report; research a subject; or recommend a book.
Several programs have been presented during the year including
• poetry readings with local talent reading their own works
• a comedy night with two local comedians entertaining us
• Family Movies twice monthly on Saturday nights
• local "bug experts" were here two nights to help fifth graders identify bugs
for their projects.
• the Fiber Arts group meets weekly to work and discuss all things fiber
• we hosted a patron appreciation party in August with food and
entertainment for all
The Cilley Room serves as a regular meeting place for several community groups.
There are several children's programs available including
• Story Time twice monthly for preschoolers
• Summer Reading Program for youngsters during school vacation
• Mr. and Mrs. Berry give a tour of the facilities and read stories to school
groups at the beginning of the school year
The Strafford Library Association, along with a few dedicated volunteers, keeps the
building and grounds in spectacular condition. There was a problem with a musty smell
in the comer by the computers this year. Many hours were spent by a few volunteers to
track down and eliminate the cause. It is now fixed and we know that the drain pipe in
that comer has to be cleaned out regularly.
We would find it difficult to run the library without the many hours of volunteer work.
Thank you, each and every one for your generous donations.
Respectfully submitted,
Charles Bumham, David Benger, and Martha English, Trustees
Nancy Baxter, Indra Edmonds, and Pam Marks, Alternate Trustees
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Trustees of Hill Library
Treasurer's Report 2007
Income:
Beginning balance January 1, 2007 7,795.03
Book fines 633.85
Book (used) sale 170.00
Donations 1 1 0.00
Insurance damage refund 819.78
Lost & damaged materials 67. 1





Total expenses for 2007 700.30
Balance in checkbook December 31, 2007 8,895.30
Money market account on January 1 , 2007 1 0,2 1 1 .95
Interest as of February 28, 2007 4.34
Balance in money market account on Feb.28, 2007 10,216.29
Changed to CD Feb. 2007 1 0,2 1 6.29
Interest as of Dec.31, 2007 413.58
Balance ofCD Dec. 31, 2007 10,629.87
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STRAFFORD FIRE & RESCUE 2007 ANNUAL REPORT
2007 was another very busy year with records being set for call numbers in April
for day [26] week [32] and month [47].The floods put a lot of pressure on the department
but we were able to handle the calls thanks to the many hours put in by our members.
We are fortunate to have stations in each section of town as the roads were
washed out so it was impossible to pass from one section to another at times.
Thank you to all members who participated as a lot ofman hours were expended.
I want to thank all towns people for your support during the past year.It is greatly
appreciated.
The addition onto the Bow Lake station is a great start for fulfilling our needs for
space.For the first time ever we now have a bathroom and shower,small meeting
room,place to wash gear and equipment and a computer room for keeping records which
is out of the dust and dirt in the apparatus bay area.
In future years we will be looking to build a new Crown Point station and making
improvements to the Center station.We hope to have a bathroom and showers in the near
future.We put a new walk in door in the Crown Point station as the truck now housed
there goes from the back wall to the door and the only way to get from one side of the
station to the other side was to go through the truck or open the big overhead door.
Our 2007 budget was overspent by a little over $4000.00.This was due to several
factors including heating and fuel costs,truck and equipment repairs, building
maintenance and daytime coverage.Most was spent in December for repairs to trucks and
equipment and fuel costs.
We are in desperate need of EMT's.Please consider helping your neighbors by
giving some of your time.You will be paid an hourly rate for calls and your training costs
will be reimbursed upon certification.Please call Chief Pierce at 817-0802 or e-mail to
i _ for info.
Remember our motto is "neighbors helping neighbors"
Thanks to all the members for your countless hours of participation.Without you
we would not be able to provide our service to the townspeople.
Loren Pierce,Chief
Strafford Fire & Rescue
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STRAFFORD FIRE & RESCUE DEPARTMENT
BUDGET SUMMARY
Administrative Salaries



















Report of Forest Fire Warden
Stratford, New Hampshire
To those of you who don"t already know, my name is Malt Lobdell. I took over the town
Forest Fire Warden position starting in 2007. I would like to thank Glenn Pierce for his numerous
years of service and continuing to aid me as a Deputy Warden. After taking over for Glenn, I sat
down with my Deputy Wardens and our local Forest Ranger to discuss some concerns and issues we
were having, as well as set some goals for the future. Brush Permits were one of the major issues
addressed. Brush permits were always tough for the Warden having to deal with residents and
business owners coming to his house all hours of the day and night. My Deputy Wardens and I
decided that it would be much better to give out permits at set times, days and locations. The spring
of 2007 we started giving out permits on Wednesday evenings from 6-7 PM, and Saturday
afternoons from 4-5 PM at the Center Fn-e Station. I was present for the first month at each and
every one of the permit times. I fielded a few requests and some minor complaints. However, after
about the first month the residents had become accustomed to the schedule and it worked flawlessly.
I would like to thank the residents for their patience and understanding through the time of transition.
Last year at the town meeting, the residents of the town voted to build an addition onto our Bow Lake
station. This addition has been completed and is wonderful. Since we now have this new area to
work out of, I am going to make one more change for obtaining brush permits. We are now going to
be issuing permits at the new addition at the Bow Lake station. This will be effective March V\ if the
snow is gone. The day of the week, and the scheduled time will remain the same. Please remember
that during these scheduled times there should always be someone there to issue permits. If by
chance there is no one there issuing permits it will be for one of two reasons: the first is that the
weather does not allow burning. Bum permits are only issued for fire class days 1, 2 or 3. You can
check the fire class day by calling 1-866-NH-FLRES. The second reason that there would be no one
available for permits is that there is an emergency somewhere and there is no one available to issue
them. I do apologize in advance for any inconvenience any of these issues would bring you, however
neither of these issues are within my control.
The Town of Strafford had very little fire activity during 2007. Most of the calls were for
small outside fires or illegal brush fires. The fire department did however assist the Town of
Farmington with a sizeable fire on July 4*. This fire was located on top of Blue Job Mountain
directly below the fire tower. This fire was spotted by the tower fire spotter and was extinguished in
a timely manner after the fire department arrived. This particular fire was started by fireworks the
night before and smoldered in the ground for approximately 12 hours before flaring up. Please
remember to be careful with any and all fireworks.
If anyone has any questions or concerns, please feel free to call me at 664-9645. Remember
that brush permits are needed for all brush fires unless there is complete snow cover. Even with a
brush permit, you are only permitted to bum between the hours of 5 PM and 9 AM, unless it is
actively raining. If buming during the day while it is raining, and the rain stops, the fire needs to be
extinguished immediately. Also, seasonal campfire permits need to be renewed every year. To
schedule an appointment to have your seasonal permit renewed, please call me and leave a message if
I am not available. Please remember that I too lead a busy life and may not be able to come out
quickly to inspect your fireplace. If you are planning a party/gathering and need a seasonal permit
inspection, please call me at least 2 weeks in advance so we have plenty of time for our schedules to
match. Thank you all.
Respectfully submitted,
Matt Lobdell
Town of Strafford, NH Forest Fire Warden
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Report of Forest Fire Warden and State Forest Ranger
Your local Forest Fire Warden, Fire Department, and the State of New Hampshire Division of Forests & Lands work collaboratively to
reduce the risk and frequency of wildland fires in New Hampshire. To help us assist you, please contact our local Forest Fire Warden or
Fire Department to determine if a permit is required before doing ANY outside burning. Under State law (RSA 227-L:17) a fire permit is
required for all outside burning unless the ground is completely covered with snow. The New Hampshire Department of Environmental
Services also prohibits the open burning of household waste. Citizens are encouraged to contact the local fire department or DBS at 1-
800-498-6868 or www. des. state. nJi. us for more information. Safe open burning requires diligence and responsibility. Help us to protect
New Hampshire's forest resources. For more information please contact the Division of Forests & Lands at (603) 271-2214, or online at
www.nhdfl.org.
Fire activity was very busy during the spring of the 2007, particularly late April into early May. As the forests and fields greened up in
later May the fire danger decreased. However, a very dry late summer created very high fire danger again from August into September,
with fire danger reaching very high on Labor Day weekend. Even with the dry conditions, the acreage burned was less than half that of
2006, The largest forest fire diu'ing the 2007 season burned approximately 26 acres on the side of Wantastiquet Mountain in Chesterfield
during tlie month of May. Our statewide system of 16 fire lookout towers is credited with keeping most fires small and saving several
structures this season due to their quick and accurate spotting capabilities. Many homes in New Hampshire are located in the wildland
urban interface, which is the area where homes and flammable wildland fuels intermix. Several of the fires during the 2007 season
threatened structures, a constant reminder that forest fires bum more than just trees. Homeowners should take measures to prevent a
wildland fire from spreading to their home. Precautions include keeping your roof and gutters clear of leaves and pine needles, and
maintaining adequate green space around your home free of flammable materials. Additional information and homeowner
recommendations are available at www.flrewise.oi'g . Please help Smokey Bear, your local fire department and the state's Forest Rangers
by being fire wise and fire safe!
2007 FIRE STATISTICS
(All fnes reported as of November S, 2007)
(figures do not include fires on the White Mountain N ational Forest)
COUNTY STATISTICS
ASSESSING DEPARTMENT REPORT 2007
02/12/2008
In 2007 approximately 500 properties were visited and photos were taken as part of an ongoing
database maintenance program.
The Assessments in Strafford remained very close to "Market Value" in 2007.
Data Verification of all properties will continue this year. We expect to visit another 500
properties. Our goal is to verify the physical data to ensure the assessments are accurate. If no-
one is at home we will take the opportunity to verify the exterior measurements of all primary
improvements (buildings etc.). If an adult is home at the time of the visit, the representative from
the Assesor's Office will ask to verify the interior information via tour provided by the adult. At no
time will a representative enter a property where a minor is the only person home. In the event a
property is posted "No Tresspassing", the representative will knock on the door to seek
permission to verify the physical data. In the event no-one is home, there will be no attempt to
verify the extenor data. The Assessing Official will make another attempt at a later date. If the
property is "Posted" and gated the Assessor's Office will not enter the premises. However, there
will be a letter sent requesting an appointment to verify the physical data. If the property owner
doesn't respond to the request, it will be considered a refusal and treated as such resulting in an
estimate of data.
It is of the utmost importance to have accurate data to ensure all property owners in Strafford are
assessed equitably.






ANNUAL REPORT for 2007
Rochester District VNA (Your VNA) continues to serve as your home heaUh agency providing skilled
nursing, rehabilitative therapies, medical social work, licensed nursing assistance and supportive services
on an intermittent basis throughout your community. The acuity of our patients is constantly increasing.
Many patients need IV therapy, enteral feedings, therapy after knee/hip replacements and complicated
wound dressings. We are proud to provide you with highly skilled clinicians ready to meet the demand.
Our Medicare reimbursement has been reduced by 1 1 .9% in the past two years with additional reductions
planned for the next four years. Skilled service provided under Medicaid is reimbursed by the state at less
than half the cost to provide it. Our numbers of uninsured individuals receiving care increases each year.
Your support of these services is crucial to people in need of skilled nursing and therapy care.
It is vitally important in this election year that everyone is aware of the importance of the health care
issue. Adequate funding for home care is critical in keeping patients in their home, the most cost-
effective and preferred place to receive care.
We provide support services including: homemakers, personal care attendants and in-home companions
paid by Title XX and Strafford County ftmding as well as privately paid services. These services allow
individuals requiring minimal support to remain safely in their homes at the lowest possible cost.
We have improved our utilization of electronic charts resulting in the following: improved clinical
efficiency and accuracy of documentation, flow of data to appropriate disciplines at the time most needed,
ease of viewing historical data, improved coordination of care, decreased man hours with less manual
paper processes and a reduction of errors. Telehealth use continues to increase. The results of daily
monitoring of our most seriously ill patients helps prevent additional visits to the emergency room
through early interventions.
We have added a service this fall. We opened an Adult Day Center at our office, 1 78 Farmington Road,
Rochester. This provides care, activities, socialization and medical monitoring of adults who are not safe
to be home alone. The Center is open Monday-Friday from 8a.m.-5p.m. and is handicapped accessible.
Our biggest and most criacal challenge is being dependent on the government for 85% of our revenue.
We are unable to set reimbursement rates. We are dependent on what the government pays regardless of
the cost to provide the care. Therefore, your continued support of Rochester District Visiting Nurse
Association (Your VNA) is vitally important in meeting the many health needs in your community.
Strafford - 1 1 months #'s annualized
Total visits by Service : # of Home Care patients - 5
1
admitted by pavment source # of Visits
Skilled Nursing 502 Medicare 30 900
Physical Therapy 301 Medicaid 1 51
Occupational Therapy 122 HCBC
Speech Therapy 1
2
Insurance 17 1 96
Medical Social Work 15 Private/Self 3 5
LNA (nursing assistant) 200
Perinatal visits 12
Submitted by: Linda Hotchkiss RN, MHSA, Executive Director
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BOARD OK ADJUSTINIICNT RF.rORT 2007
The Board of Adjustment held twelve regidar monthly meeting lor the eonsidcration ofapplieations
requesting vai'iances or special exceptions to the Zoning and Land Use Oidinances of the Town. The number of
times the Board meets during a year is based on the number ofapplieations received.
Susan L. Arnold, Chairman
Receipts 2007









Tlie year of 2007 began with an unusually warm winter, then Town Meeting was vlciayed by a snowstorm.
Only two weeks after that, we experienced what began as a snow storm on April 15", and then quickly changed to
rain on April 16"'' causing major flooding. The town roads received extensive damage. I have always felt that the
best part of living and working in Strafford is the good neighbors I meet each and every day. This was very evident
after the storm. I would like to thank Scott Young and his department for their extensive help, not only for
controlling traffic during and immediately after the storm, but also for all the paperwork and documentation of
damage for FEMA. I would also like to thank all the (private) contractors that helped repair the roads: Rocky
Tasker, Jack Bronnenberg, Steve Leighton, Wally Spohr, Parker Mountain Coip., Brian Begin, John Van Husen, and
most of all to the residents of Strafford for being patient.
Many regular maintenance activities were either restricted or canceled, as the budget was severely affected
by the costs of repairing the storm damage. After some cxKn^i\'e paperwork and a site rc\ iew by a FEMA field
representative, the Town received approximately $103,000. in compensation.
Paving projects were completed on the Province Road, Caverly Hill, Spencer Lane, Brown's Pasture Road,
Tasker Hill Road, and Whig Hill Road. Two culverts (60" x30") were replaced under the Huckins Road.





ROAD MAINTENANCE AND GENERAL HIGHWAY EXPENSES - 2007
Arborcare Tree Service $ 1 ,440.00
Scott Barry Trucking $ 805.00
Brian Begin Prosite S 192.50
Leighton Logging, Inc. $ 1,100.00
Ralph Twombly S 300.00
R.W. Tasker & Son S 33,192.00
Radford Messenger, Inc. $ 174,146.20






Cold Patch $ 1,031.68
Paving Asphalt $ 13,474.64
Culverts $ 16,264.00
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Street Signs/Posts $ 613.18
Supplies &Misc. $ 2,512.60
Sub Total $ 96,473.33
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 307.649.03
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING REGULATONS
87R4. WINTER PARKING-Pursuant to RSA 265: 70, the following pinking regulation will be established:
a. There will be no parking on all town roads so as to impede snow removal.
Any violations of the above will be subject to a fine of $ 5.00 per violation and subject to towing, pursuant to
RSA 265: 69 and RSA 265: 70.
87R5. SNOW OBSTRUCTION-Pursuanl lo RSA 249: 23, the following snow obstruction regulations will be
established:
a. Any person who shall put or place or cause to be put or placed any snow or ice upon the surface of the
traveled portion of any town maintained road for any purpose, e.\cept to provide a place necessary for crossing,
recrossing, and traveling upon said roads by sleds, logging or farm equipment shall be guilty of a violation if a
natural person or guilty of a misdemeanor if any other person. The provisions of this section shall not apply where
snow or ice is pushed across the traveled surface of said road for the puipose of snow removal from land adjoining
said roads.




I am very proud and pleased that today our recycling center is working very well. Five years ago we began
the closure of our old landfill. It has been a learning experience for all of us, as we dealt with the closure and the
need to make do with the limited space and facilities at the Ricky Nelson Road site. We have a dedicated group of
workers that are taking care of the facility for us, and we could not have made the progress that we have made
without their help. After a number of annual increases in the use of our Transfer Station facility, this year the total
tonnage of waste and the costs have declined, while our recycling volumes and revenues continue to increase. This
is wonderful news for our Town.
I was supposed to get more information on pay per bag prograins, because we had thought that these
programs might help us to cut do\\'n on the cost of the center to the Town. However, at this time, things are going so
well that we have put the pay-per-bag initiative on hold. My thought is that a program requiring only a simple
sticker to go on any bag might work as an alternative to a full pay-per-bag system. I did get prices for a sticker
program, as there are some towns that have gone this way. I know that there are some people opposed to adding
exti-a charges such as pay-per-bag at the recycling center, and as long as the costs of operating the center are
declining, we may be able to avoid adding fees. We all need to understand however, that the fact is that it will have
to happen in the future, as costs will eventually rise faster than the Town can absorb.
We want to thank our people at the Transfer Center, and we want to thank you, the public, for your
cooperation and patience. Remember that we are open tliree days per week—Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday.
We would urge tov/nspeople to take advantage of our Wednesday evening hours, when there may be less traffic at
the facility than during the weekend hours. It is also very important that everyone follow the rules for proper
distribution of articles at the facility, as our reduced costs depend on it!. And above all, please recycle! Increased
recycling cuts costs for all of us, and it's the right thing to do for the environment, too. As you may realize,
recycling requirements and revenues shift as the market for recyclables shifts. We try to maximize our revenues by
working with both Waste Management and the Northeast Resource Recovery Association. This year we continue to
benefit from increased prices for scrap metals.
We would also like to remind everyone that if you are mruring a business, you should make arrangements
for commercial trash disposal. The Transfer Center is only for residential tiash disposal. If there are any questions,
the attendants will be glad to help.
We ask for your continuing support with our budget requests. We are into our final year of payments on
the revolving loan we received for the landfill closure project. We confinue to fund hydrogeological monitoring of
the transfer station area, required in order to test for any evidence of problems. CMA Engineers continues to help us
as we work with the State ofNH Department of Environmental Services to monitor the site.
JoAnn Brown
Selectman
ANNUAL SOLID WASTE & RECYCLING ACTIVITY
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Total Tonnage Recycling
Total Tonnage Demolition Debris
Total Tonnage Municipal Solid Waste
247.37
REVENUES RECEIVED 2007
Tires (Customer Fees) $ 784.00
Metal Disposal (Customer Fees) $ 2,920.00
Mattiesses/Fumiture (Customer Fees) $ 2,595.00
Small Electronics/Monitors, etc. (Customer Fees) $ 2,475.00
Revenues from Recycling/Scrap Metal S 5, 145.88
Revenues from Recycling/Aluminum $ 8,656.5
1





Working Togetlner to Make Municipal Recycling Strong!!!
Northeast Resource Recovery Association, 2101 iPover Road, Epsom, NH 03234
Telephone: (603)736-4401 Fax: (603)736-4402
E-mail: infoPnrra.net Web Site: vwvw.nrra.net
Town of Strafford
Congratulations for being such active recyclers!
Below please find information on the positive impact this recycling has
had on your environment.
The recyclable materials listed below were sent to market to be
remanufactured into new products through your non-profit recycling
cooperative, the Northeast Resource Recovery Association.
Recyclable
Material
PLANNING BOARD REPORT 2007
Although subdivision activity had slowed along with the real estate market in late 2006 and early 2007,
applications to the Board for new subdivision increased during the second half of the year. The Board continues to
try to take advantage of our lighter schedule to take the time to review our zoning and subdivision regulations so that
Strafford will develop in the ways envisioned in our Master Plan. Board members attended several training
sessions during the last year and continue to explore new ideas Ibr balancing growth with natural resource
protection.
We would like to thank the tliree volunteer citizen committees, first formed under the NROC program
(Natural Resources Outreach Coalition through UNH Cooperative Extension) that continue to meet and work with
the Planning Board and Conservation Commission. The Managed Growth Group continues to meet regularly to
help the Planning Board by reviewing and evaluating both our current ordinances and a number of innovative
growth management tools available to communities. Water Quality Group volunteers continue to contribute to the
UNH water quality study monitoring tributaries entering Bow Lake. The Land Preservation Committee conthiues to
work closely with the Conservation Commission and Bear-Paw Regional Greenways to promote conservation
easements and other land preservation projects.
Respectfully submitted,
Charles A. Moreno, Chairman
Receipts 2007
Application Fees S 11,538.00





Advertising (Foster's Daily Democrat) $ 85.80
Secretarial $ 1,542.38
Supplies & Equipment $ 1,084.49
Total $ 3,842.18
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lU II.DINC; INSPEC rOU'S RKl'ORT
Building permit activity declined slightly agiim in 2007 IVom the previous year as the housing market continued to
decline. We continue to see steady numbers of icquesls lor permits for renovation and expansion of older homes
and conversion of seasonal dwellings to year-round residences. This indicates that we continue to face residential
giowth.
1 would urge people to contact the Town Office if you are planning any home improvement project, as you will
likely need to obtain a building permit, 'flic only exceptions are small storage sheds (under 100 sq. ft., not on a
permanent foundation). Please remember that any structure, including sheds and pools, needs to meet zoning
setback requirements. Building permit applications are available at the Town Office.
I would again like to remind people that the office of Building Inspector continues to be a part-time position in
Strafford. It is important for people to allow adequate advance notice if they will be needing inspections for
electrical work, or any of the other required inspections associated with the different stages of a building project.
Please contact me through my cell phone for building inspection questions, and please feel free to call again if you
have not received a response, as cell phone voice mail systems may be unreliable at times. I would like to thank the













During 2007 the Strafford Conservation Commission continued its monthly reports to the town with the
Conservation Notes column in the Strafford Town Calendar. Readers of the column will have seen regular
news regarding completed and continuing work on conservation projects.
Two and a half years ago, Town Forester Charlie Moreno completed a detailed stewardship plan for the town
forest which called for careful limited harvesting for wildlife habitat enhancement and forest stand
improvement. The Strafford Town Forest has a population of the rare and endangered small whorled pogonia,
and it was necessary to determine exactly where they grew so that forestry operations would not harm them.
Charlie applied for and received a grant for additional work to make a baseline survey of these populations for
the New Hampshire Natural Heritage Bureau. Conservation Commission members and other volunteers
worked with Charlie to canvas the forest. The Naairal Heritage Bureau has selected several locations around
the state with pogonia populations, and each will undergo a different kind of foresh'y treatment to see what is
most beneficial to the pogonia. The Weidman lot of the town forest is selected for a "light silvicultural cut"
protocol. In early 2008 Charlie invited all Strafford loggers to a showing and explanation of the operation, and
invited bids. As a logger is selected and the operation begins and continues through 2008 and '09 there will be
regular reports in the Town Calendar.
Commission members began the year completing the addition of 44 acres to the town forest. Jim and Marj
Stiles offered this tract which abuts the Weidman and Menill Steward lots. Those attending the public hearing
in late 2006 had agreed that this purchase was a good use of conservation fund money.
Members surprised George M. Lovejoy Jr. with a plaque honoring him and thanking him for his land
conservation efforts here in Strafford, in association with the Blue Hills Foundation. He had recently worked to
add to the Foundation's land protection efforts with the purchase of approximately 650 acres of the former Boy
Scout land that also abuts the Strafford town forest along the Parker Mountain ridgeline.
The Strafford Conservation Commission has been working with Bear-Paw Regional Greenways and the Trust
for Public Land on a large conservation project to protect a large tract of land that has been identified as an area
of critical importance to protect water quality in the NH seacoast region. Commission members voted in 2006
to commit $100,000 of the conservation fund to the project, which would leverage a $1.3 million federal
CELCP grant to buy back for the town 330 acres along more than a mile of the Isinglass River off Pig Lane
which had been slated for 58 to 70 homes. The Commission has also been working with generous private
landowners on conservation easements whose extinguished development rights will serve as part of the required
"match" for this project. On behalf of the Town, we would like to thank them all. We would also like to ask
for your support of the proposal to place a conservation easement on the back portion of the Strafford School
District property off Jolmsonboro Road, which would provide the final critical piece of the required "match"
and qualify our community to receive these federal funds.
Conservation Commission members worked on the foreground of the Town Forest several times during the year
clearing brush from the cemetery and along the stone wall. We would like to take this opportunity to thank
Brian Dahlgren and family for their hard work keeping the lower field open and mowed, and thank Dan Clark
for his work on the upper part of the field.
Once again the Commission offered the scholarship program for a week at the Bear Hill Conservation camp to a
Strafford student. We will offer it again in 2008 and hope that someone will be able to take advantage of this
opportunity. Details will be in the Calendar article.
A principal responsibility of the Conservation Commission is to review applications to the Department of
Environmental Services for any work in and around wetlands. DBS inspectors responded to several
Commission concerns, including wetlands impacts from forestry operations, and the Commission works to
assist DES whenever possible. If you plan to submit an application to DES for dredge and fill in wetlands, we
urge you to meet with us prior to submitting your application. Conservation Commission meetings are held on
the first Monday of each month at 7:00 PM at the Town Office. If a holiday occurs on that first Monday, the
meeting moves to the second Monday. As always, the public is welcome to attend.
65
STRAFFORD RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT
The Red Cross swim program at the Bow Lake beach was popular again this year. We had two
sessions during the summer, one in July and one in August. The majority of our swimmers were very
attentive, put effort into learning the skills, and passed their levels. We look forward to seeing them again
next season.
We once again had good coverage at the Bow Lake beach during daytime hours. Our lifeguards are
on duty from 10 A.M. until 4: 30 P.M. daily during the summer season. We had three water-safety
instructors working with different age levels. Salaries for this summer amounted to $ 12,791 . Other
expenses such as equipment. Red Cross swim program administrative fees, water testing, general
maintenance, and the summer arts program increased the total summer expenses by $ 3,053.79. Income from
swim lessons was $954. Beach pass incorrie was $295.
We request that the operational budget remain the same. Lifeguarding and swim lesson equipment has






With the passing of the New Hampshire Climate Change Resolution at Town Meeting in
March, the town was given the green light to form the Strafford Energy Committee to
recommend local steps to save energy and reduce carbon emissions. Two people joined
forces in the spring, and two more signed on in September. In order to understand the
process for moving forward, the Committee attended meetings of the
Rockingham/Strafford Energy Committee Alliance in Durham and a meeting of the
Rochester Energy and Sustainability Committee. Based on guidelines that were
presented in an Energy Alliance workshop, we toured the Strafford Elementary School to
do a preliminary assessment of the current energy profile of the present school building.
This report will be submitted to the School Board in January.
We showed the documentary film, The End ofSuburbia, several times to small groups of
residents, and the discussion that followed was thoughtful and insightful. We plan to
advertise the film more widely and show it again in February.
The results of a notice placed in the November Strafford Community Calendar inviting
townspeople to join this committee produced no new committee members. We would













OFFICERS OF THE STRAFFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT
2007-2008
SCHOOL BOARD
The State ofNew Hampshire
To the Inhabitants ofthe School District ofthe Town ofStrafford qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Strafford School in said district on the 4th day of March 2008, at 7:00
o'clock in the afternoon to act upon the following subjects:
1
.
"Shall the Strafford School District vote to raise and appropriate the sum of eleven million, two hundred
thousand dollars ($1 1,200,000.00) for the completion of final plans and specifications and the construction
of additions and renovations to the Strafford Elementary School and authorize the issuance of not more
than eleven million, two hundred thousand dollars ($11,200,000.00) of bonds or notes in accordance with
the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA Ch. 33), and further authorize the School Board to issue
and negotiate such bonds or notes and determine the rate of interest thereon; and further raise and
appropriate the additional sum of three hundred, twenty-three thousand, five hundred fifty-five dollars and
fifty-six cents ($323,555.56) for the first interest payment on the bond and raise and appropriate the
additional sum of three hundred, fifty thousand dollars ($350,000.00) in interest earned on the bond for use
on the project, and authorize the School Board to apply for, accept and expend federal, state or other local
grants or funds for the support of the project, and to take any other action necessary to carry out this vote?"
(Two-thirds ballot vote required). Estimated tax impact: $.66
The School Board recommends this appropriation.
2. "To see if the school district will vote to raise and appropriate the amount often million, three hundred fifty-
three thousand, three hundred twenty-six dollars and thirty-five cents ($10,353,326.35) for the support of
schools, for the payment of salaries of school district officials and agents, and for the payment of statutory
obligations of the school district. This article does not include appropriations voted in other warrant
articles." Estimated tax impact: $15.64
The School Board recommends this appropriation.
3. "Shall the Strafford School District authorize the School Board to convey a conservation easement to the
Town of Strafford, acting through its Conservation Commission covering approximately 290 acres of the
School District's 365-acre parcel of land off of Johnsonboro Road for conservation purposes with this
donation to enable the Conservation Commission to receive a matching grant from the Coastal Estuarine
Land Conservation Program. This conveyance is conditioned on the Conservation Commission covering
the cost of producing any and all necessary plans for the School District to retain a minimum of 75 acres of
property for fiiture school use. It is also conditioned on the conveyance being made at no cost to the District
and on such other and further terms and conditions as the School Board determine are in the best interest of
the District?" The School District retains ownership of the entire property.
4. To see if the School District will vote to raise and appropriate up to twenty-five thousand dollars
($25,000.00) to be placed in the school district capital reserve fund, established in 1985, for the purpose of
financing any and all capital improvements to school buildings as well as all or part of the cost of new
construction for the school district in accordance with the provisions ofRSA Ch 35, with such amount to be
funded from the year end undesignated fund balance (surplus) available on July 1, 2008. The balance of this
account as of this date is two hundred, fifty one thousand, eight hundred, fifty-three dollars ($251,853.00).
The School Board recommends this appropriation.
5. To choose agents and committees in relation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
6. To transact any other business which may legally come before this meeting.
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Given under our hands at said Strafford this day February, 2008




REPORT OF SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER
for the
Fiscal Year July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007
Cash on Hand July 1, 2006 (Treasurer's bank balance)
Received from Selectmen
Current Appropriation 6557122.27
Revenue from State 2347287.20
Revenue from Federal -0-
Recieved from all other Sources 305553.15
TOTAL RECEIPTS
TOTAL AMOUNT AVAILABLE FOR FISCAL YEAR (balance-receipts)
LESS SCHOOL BOARD ORDERED PAID









DETAILED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
PAie
United State Treasury Refund $3.40
Miscellaneous Rent $2,652.59
Transportation Coe-Brown $710.00







Filing Fees 2006-07 $6.00
Telephone Calls $13.50
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Sch Brd Moderator $100.00
Instrumental Band Teacher $33,069.00
Substititue $5,610.00










Tchr Gr 5 $43,689.00

















































































































































































Tchr Special Educ $37,259.00
School Board Chairman/Ump $700.00
Coach $1,100.00



























































































































*These figures include all payroll: contracts,
stipend, overtime and insurance/sicl<day/buy-out payments. $2,963,055,63
CAPITAL RESERVE FUND 2006/2007





School Administrative Unit #44 continues to move fonA/ard. Tine SAU Curriculum Advisory
Committee has been formed with the support of our Curhculum Coordinator, Dr. Robert
Koenig. Having been recognized by Commissioner Tracy (NH Department of Education) as a
"Follow the Child" School District, the three Educational Communities of Northwood,
Nottingham and Strafford have been involved in the initiatives that support student needs for
academic, personal, social and physical success. With the continued use of the SAU wide
Standard Assessment Tool, NWEA (Northwest Educational Assessment), the school
communities are able to measure academic growth of the CLE's (Grade Level Expectations)
and correlate these standards. This enables educators to review the curriculum for each
subject area and to develop an SAU wide curriculum aligned with the state standards. The
first curriculum that will be developed SAU wide is ReadingAA/ritten Language. This project will
begin in the summer of '07 under the direction of our Curriculum Coordinator.
Strafford School administration and staff began its 06-07 school year continuing to support
allegiance to the children of the Strafford Community. Mr. Richard Jenisch, with over thirty
years of administrative experience, in which nearly twenty has been at the Strafford School,
has led staff and students through various junctures of educational change. George Drozin,
Assistant Principal, completed his third year with the district as of June 30, 2007. Between the
two administrators there is close to thirty-five years of experience working for the children of
Strafford!
The fall of 2006 began with the Administration overseeing the NWEA testing (Northwest
Educational Assessment) process, used to establish local standardized achievement scores
for each child. Following this procedure was the state assessment in October (NECAP). With
the completion of a piloting process and the selection of a scientifically, research based
reading program, the district continues to move forward with a new Reading Program to start in
the fall of 2007. The SAU based Curriculum Committee will be collaborating with Coe-Brown
Northwood Academy in developing the pre K through sixteen literacy curriculum, as the SAU
and Strafford School District move ahead to meet the needs of all students in the community.







Report of the Principal
I was fortunate enough to grow up in a small town much like Strafford. While my world at that time
was small, it was rich beyond belief. There were family, church and community traditions celebrated
by relatives, friends, and neighbors. There was harvest time in the fall when potatoes were dug, fruits
and veggies were frozen and canned, and slabs of bacon and hams hung from the rafters in our 250
year old cape. There were holiday celebrations and school presentations and, best of all, the fourth of
July gala including fireworks organized by the local fire department. People took care of one another
and came together when one of their own was in trouble. My mother and friends baked and
distributed food to the needy and made clothing and other items for the church bizarre. When my
mother contracted polio, most neighbors put aside their fears and provided my family support
wherever and whenever it was needed. That support and her commitment to her family, helped her
overcome paralysis and walk again. As kids, we organized ball games after school and weekends,
built log cabins in the woods, dammed up the local brook, hunted and kept the local cove shoveled off
all winter for skating. We made rafts, fished and camped out on the river devouring peanut butter
sandwiches and lemonade. It was a magical time for a child.
We have managed to preserve some of those traditions in our school and town and should work hard
to maintain and support them. They cannot and should not be taken for granted. Pumpkin Hollow,
Christmas in Strafford, the Christmas Tree Lighting, the Memorial Day parade. Lake Side Player
presentations, fireworks on the fourth, ham & bean suppers, chicken BBQs, chili & chowder
festivals and so many other community events remind us all of the importance of friends, neighbors,
and traditions. Helping your child with homework, participating in the PTO, reading a bedtime
story, coaching a sport, cutting a Christmas tree, throwing a ball in the backyard, attending a game
or school event, having meals at the dinner table and other similar family traditions add so much to
the development of a child. Their importance cannot be understated. Over and over again we see
what the practice of those traditions mean to a child and how they contribute to their success in
school, in building character, and in becoming a good citizen.
Shortly after we began the 07-08 school year, we were notified by the State of N.H. Department of
Education that our school made AYP (Annual Yearly Progress). This status is determined by student
performance on the NECAP exam administered each fall in all schools throughout the state. While
we are very pleased with the designation, we are also aware that the level at which our students are
expected to perform in reading and math increase every year. As a result, ail schools run the risk of
not making progress consistent with State of N.H. and No Child Left Behind requirements. With that
in mind, we have been working within our SAU to go through a process known as root cause
analysis . This process, mandated for schools who do not make AYP, requires an intense study of
student assessments and curriculum content in both general and special education. The goal of the
process is to identify very specific areas of deficiency in student performance and in curriculum
content. That information is used to develop school wide goals and long term plans to address
identified needs. This is a very intense and time consuming process designed to bring change where it
is most needed leading to improved student performance. As always, we are committed to improving
our program and in more effectively meeting the needs of our students. This is an ongoing goal for
our school and one we take very seriously.
All Strafford citizens are aware that the school board has worked tirelessly with the architectural
firm Team Design and with the Project Management firm Bonnet, Page. & Stone over the last few
months to develop comprehensive renovation plans for our school. The plans are final and have been
presented to the town during two well attended public forums. The project has been explained in
handouts, articles, on the school website and in pamphlets sent to all citizens of the town. The
recommended eleven million dollar project will involve upgrades throughout virtually all areas of the
building. When completed, the environment within the school will be much healthier and more
secure. ADA and State of N.H. standards for school facilities will be met and all programs will have
adequate space. Students will all be housed under one roof with all areas of the building accessible
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from both the front and back of the building. Safer area for dropping off and picking up students
will be established. These are only a few of the improvements this much needed project will bring
about. Best of all, the history and personality of the building will be maintained including all the
inurals, artwork, and student projects that many generations of students still look forward to seeing.
The completion of this project will enhance the school's ability to deliver quality programming and
instruction to students consistent with State and Federal guidelines within a modernized facility. The
Stafford School Board and School Administration asks for your support of this project.
Arts programs and opportunities for students are a top priority for our school. The value of these
programs to students cannot be understated. They are often overlooked given the national focus on
test scores. Our new classroom music teacher has increased the size and scope of our choral music
program. That program has twice the student participation of previous years. Music classes for
students at all levels are now solidly based on established standards. This year our art teacher
initiated a multi-week after school art program for students to further explore and nurture their
talents. A similar summer program will also be provided. Students in instrumental music frequent
the music room before and after school to practice and receive additional guidance and support from
their teacher. They attend regional competitions and demonstrate a real commitment to improving
their proficiency as musicians. Our drama program has become more and more popular every year
with participation taking place at all grade levels. Small and larger performances are presented to
parents and to the community at various times during the year. We are fortunate to have such a
dedicated arts staff in our school and we thank the community for supporting them.
This year staff and administration are reviewing math programming and math assessment scores at
all grade levels to determine areas in need of greater instructional emphasis. We are also examining
our foreign language program to determine the most effective instructional model for students at
both the elementary and middle school level. In addition, we are aligning our science program with
State of N.H. grade level expectations. Science is the latest curriculum area being tested annually by
the State of N.H, It is assessed in the spring at selected grade levels. A team from our school is also
participating in alternative assessment research and training with the UNH Institute on Disabilities
this year. Other training on various disabilities including autism is being provided supported by
special education grant funds.
Strafford School continues to be a designated intern site for the University of N.H. This year we
hosted eight interns from UNH, Keene State College, Plymouth University, and Southern N.H.
University. This relationship is critical to our school and provides us with students and resources that
enrich our school and provide additional individual attention to our students.
In the spring of last year, our school was identified as a PATRIOTIC EMPLOYER by the National
Committee for Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve. This Department of Defense supported
organization recognized our school for its efforts to support the troops serving in the armed forces
around the world. We are proud of this recognition and thank all of you who made contributions to
this effort. Once again this year, we are sending cards and letters to the troops, sponsoring Trees for
Troops at Christmas, and recognizing the efforts of our former students serving in the military.
Their service and the service of our veterans allow us to live in peace and freedom.
I am approaching my 40"' year in public education as a teacher, head teacher, assistant principal,
and principal. I have been privileged to work with thousands of students, parents, and educators
during that time. Very few individuals have the opportunity to work within one profession for their
entire career and I am thankful to be one of them. Much has changed since I began my career. The
challenges are greater than ever. Despite all the money being expended in the United States on
educational research and despite all efforts to legislate an adequate education, no government
intervention, no resource, no program, no consultant, and no assessment can replace the work or
success of a competent dedicated teacher. We deeply appreciate their service to our children.
I want to thank the Strafford Community for its continued support of our school. The number of
parents, grandparents, and friends who routinely visit, donate time and resources and participate in
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activities, organizations and events at the school contribute significantly to the sense of community
that exists here. I would also like to thank our road agent, fire chief, police chief, and selectmen for
continued support of the school and for their commitment to the safety of our students. By
workins toaether as a communit>swe can achieve excellence.
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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
October 3, 2007
The report of appropriations voted and property taxes to be raised for the 2007-2008 school year
has been approved on the following basis:
Total Appropriation $9,854,163.00
Revenues and Credits Available To Reduce School Taxes
Unreserved Fund Balance: $242,027.00
Revenue From State Sources:
Local Revenue Other Than Taxes:
































School Administrative Unit #44
2007-2008 Salaries
Superintendent $90,000.00
Special Ed. Director $73,290.00
Asst. Special Ed. Director $61,091.40
Business Administrator $65,000.00
Grant Writer (Part -Time) $27,296.28
SAU Distribution FY09
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Strafford Itemized Special Education Expenditures
2005-2006 2006-2007
instruction $799,070.53 $923,352.07
Related Services $203,604.38 $277,869.64
Transportation $48,489.65 $67,938.89
Tuition $303,075.04 $418,522.02
Total Expenditures $1,354,239.60 $1,687,682.62
Itemized Revenue Sources







Total Revenues $705,619.01 $788,994.03
Actual District Cost $648,620.59 $898,688.59
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Mr. Bruce Patrick, Chairman






Mrs. Judith McGann, Superintendent
Mrs. Kathleen Sargent, Business Administrator, SAU #44
Mr. Richard Jenisch, Principal
Mr. George Drozin, Assistant Principal
Mrs. Carrolle A. Popovich, Clerk
Moderator Alimendinger called the 2007 Strafford School District Meeting to order at 7:10 PM,
and declared that there was a quorum present He noted that the purpose of the meeting was to
conduct all lawful business to come before the body. Moderator Alimendinger introduced himself
and those sitting at the front table. Moderator Alimendinger noted for the record that there were
several individuals sitting at the front table who were not Strafford residents and asked the body if
there was any objection to allow them to speak, if called upon He noted the following individuals:
Mr. George Drozin, Assistant Principal: Mr. Richard Jenisch, Principal and Ms. Kathleen Sargent,
Business Administrator for SAU #44. There being no objections, the above named individuals
were allowed to speak, if called upon. First and foremost. Moderator Alimendinger noted that
order would be preserved at all costs He then asked that those in attendance work together, and
that anyone who wished to speak should use the microphone and state their name and address
for the record before they begin speaking. Moderator Alimendinger began by reviewing the
process and procedure he would follow for the meeting, stating that he would not allow any verbal
attacks, and asked that those present have a free and open discussion. Moderator Alimendinger
stated that, if the rules were not obeyed, he would recess the meeting for a fifteen minute period
and commence again. He further requested that those individuals, who wished to speak, address
their questions/comments through him as the moderator. Moderator Alimendinger stated that the
body may appeal any ruling he has made by a majority vote He further indicated that he would
not vote unless it was to make or break a tie vote. Moderator Alimendinger asked that all motions
and amendments be stated in the positive, and that all statements from the body be confined to
the issues. He also indicated that a request for a secret ballot could be requested. Lastly,
Moderator Alimendinger noted that the meeting was being recorded.
Moderator Alimendinger then read Warrant Article #1
.
Warrant Article #1:
To see if the School District will vote to raise and appropriate $25,000.00 (Twenty five
thousand dollars and no cents) to be placed in the school district capital reserve fund for
the purpose of financing any and all capital improvements to school buildings as well as
all or part of the cost of new construction for the school district in accord with the
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provisions of RSA Ch 35, with such amount to be funded from the year end undesignated
fund balance (surplus) available on July 1, 2007.
The School Board recommends this appropriation.
Ms. Thibeault then moved the adoption of Warrant Article #1, as read by Moderator
Allmendinger. Chairman Patrick seconded the motion. Moderator Allmendinger asked if
there was any discussion concerning Warrant Article #1. There being none, Moderator
Allmendinger re-read Warrant Article #1, and called for the vote on the motion. On a show
of cards. Moderator Allmendinger declared that Warrant Article #1 passed.
Moderator Allmendinger then read Warrant Article #2.
Warrant Article #2:
To see if the School District will vote to raise and appropriate $25,000.00 (Twenty-five
thousand dollars and no cents) for Architectural fees, Feasibility study and any other
costs associated with the collection of data and/or the determination of present structural
needs for the Strafford School.
The School Board recommends this appropriation.
Ms. Bane then moved the adoption of Warrant Article #2, as read by Moderator
Allmendinger. Ms. Thibeault seconded the motion. Moderator Allmendinger asked if there
was any discussion concerning Warrant Article #2.
Discussion ensued with Mr Gerald Waldron questioning the amount of the appropriation, noting
that a similar article was put forth several years ago in the amount of $100,000. He asked if the
Board thought that the money could be better spent repairing/fixing the current school facility.
Ms. Bane noted that two years ago, the School Board expended just over $40,000 of the
$100,000., noting that the balance was returned to the town to reduce the amount to be raised by
taxation. She went on to explain that the $40,000. expenditure allowed topographical and geo-
technical surveys to be completed, as well as an approved septic system design. Ms. Bane
pointed out that the needs are still there, adding that it was the consensus of the Board that,
working with a different architectural firm to obtain a different plan - something more scaled down
would be appropriate. Mr. Waldron asked if there was any data from previous years available.
Ms. Bane again pointed out the fact that a lot of work has already been completed (topographical
and geo-technical work), together with an approved septic system design. She added that the
School Board wants to concentrate on the air quality within the present school facility and the
modular units currently located at the school, both of which affect the educational process. There
being no further discussion regarding Warrant Article #2, Moderator Allmendinger re-read
Warrant Article #2, and called for the vote on the motion. On a show of cards. Moderator
Allmendinger declared that Warrant Article #2 passed.
Moderator Allmendinger then read Warrant Article #3.
Warrant Article #3:
To see what sum of money the school district will raise and appropriate for the support of
schools, for the salaries of school district officials and agents, for capital construction,
and for the payment of statutory obligations of the school district. This article does not
include appropriations voted in other warrant articles.
The School Board recommends this appropriation.
Moderator Allmendinger then recognized Chairman Patrick who moved that the school
district raise and appropriate the sum of $9,804,162.99 for the support of schools, for the
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salaries of school district officials and agents, for capital construction, and for the
payment of statutory obligations of the school district. This article does not include
appropriations voted in other warrant articles. Ms. Bane seconded the motion. Moderator
Alimendinger asked if there was any discussion concerning Warrant Article #3.
Mr. Richard Young questioned the special education expenditure, asking for an explanation
relative to the increase in this area. Superintendent explained that the Department of Education
did an on-site review of special education last year within SAU #44 and as a result, one of the
components needed was Child Find. She explained further that Child Find is when the school
district has to show evidence that there are special needs students, which have to be tracked
starting at age three years old. Superintendent McGann pointed out that SAU #44 has focused
on early childhood intervention, adding that SAU #44 received information from early childhood
intervention agencies. She noted that the increase within the Special Education portion of the
budget reflects the Child Find services. Superintendent McGann further noted that there has
been an increase in the pre-school program within SAU #44.
Mr. Gerald asked what the percentage of the budgetary increase over last year. Chairman
Patrick noted that the 2007-2008 budget reflects a 3.98% increase over last year. He also
pointed out that at the end of the 2006 school year, the Strafford School Board returned
$349,439.64 to the town to offset the amount to be raised by taxation. He added that, as a result
of this significant turn back from the schools side of the budget, property taxes were reduced. Mr.
Waldron queried what the current tax rate will be as of today. Chairman Patrick responded that it
would be $1.35 per thousand. He added that the Strafford School Board does anticipate turning
back more money at the end of the year, which could negate that balance.
Ms. Linda Hartmann stated that she has been a long time special education teacher at the
Strafford School. She outlined, in great detail, the inadequate conditions within the modular unit,
where special education students receive their education. Ms. Hartmann explained that she
works with kindergarten through 2"" grade special education students within the modular unit
facility, which does not provide the education needs of these students. She went on to note that
the modular unit in question does not have a bathroom; there are rodents who live under this unit,
adding that the modular unit in question is twenty-five (25) years old. Ms. Hartmann stressed that
the building is unacceptable and needs to be replaced. She asked the School Board to strongly
consider not returning any fund balance at the end of the year, and do something about making
education more accessible for the students within these modular units. Ms. Hartmann also
pointed out that the ramp from the modular units is uncovered, further noting that there is
inadequate space within the modular units. Ms. Hartmann expressed great anguish, stating that
something has to be done now to upgrade these conditions for our children who attend the
Strafford School. Ms. Hartmann spoke highly of the Strafford School, and asked that the Board
would better utilize the fund balance at the end of the year, and provide what is needed.
Chairman Patrick advised that the Strafford School Board is looking at options, adding that they
want to address the needs of the students as well as the community. He did point out that the
Board is looking at other alternatives (lease/purchase of modular units). Ms. Bane thanked Ms.
Hartmann for her concerns, stating that she hoped that the voters of the Strafford community
heard it.
Ms. Sherry Clark questioned whether SAU #44 received any federal or state funding for special
education. Chairman Patrick noted that last year, Catastrophic Aid was received in the amount of
$62,000, and this year, $50,000 was received. He noted that this funding is always a year behind
and depends on which students are placed at the time
Moderator Alimendinger asked if there was any discussion concerning Warrant Article #3.
There being none. Moderator Alimendinger re-read Warrant Article #3, - .^ ^JAed for the
vote on the motion. On a show of cards. Moderator Alimendinger declared that Warrant
Article #3 passed.
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Moderator Allmendinger noted that there were two other Articles, although not numbered, within
the Warrant that needed action. He read the following:
To choose agents and committees in relation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
Discussion ensued whether there was a need to include the choosing of agents and committees.
Chairman Patrick noted that in the past, this was a requirement, to allow the Strafford School
Board to appoint any agents or committees. Superintendent McGann pointed out that the Board
has a right to choose their committees throughout the year. After further discussion, it was
determined that there was a need to vote on whether the Strafford School Board could choose
agents and committees in relation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
Ms. Doty then moved, duly seconded by Ms. Bane that the Strafford School Board be
allowed to choose agents and committees in relation to any subject embraced in this
warrant. Moderator Allmendinger asked if there was any discussion concerning this
Article. There being none, on a show of cards. Moderator Allmendinger declared that this
Article passed.
Moderator Allmendinger noted that there were two other Articles, although not numbered, within
the Warrant that needed action. He read the second Article as follows:
To transact any other business which may legally come before this meeting.
Ms. Bane then moved, duly seconded by Ms. Thibeault, the adoption of this Article, as
read by Moderator Allmendinger. There being no further discussion. Moderator
Allmendinger called for the vote on the motion before the body. On a show of cards, the
motion was declared passed by Moderator Allmendinger.
At this point in the meeting, Ms. Bane was recognized to speak, and noted the many
accomplishments of Ms. Shonda Thibeault, during her tenure at a Strafford School Board
member. Ms. Bane pointed out that Ms. Thibeault has been a huge asset to the Board, and that
she will really be missed.
There being no further business to come before the March 1, 2007 Strafford School District
Meeting, Moderator Allmendinger adjourned the meeting at 7:40 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Carrolie A. Popovich
Strafford School District Clerk
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